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BOOK REVIEWS 



Problems in Wood-Turning. By Feed D. Crawshaw. Peoria, 111.: Manual 
Arts Press. Pp. 35 and 25 plates. $0.80. 

Written as a textbook for students, this volume is also an excellent refer- 
ence book for teachers of wood-turning. The author has succeeded in giving 
a series of lucid descriptions of the manipulation of wood-turning tools, in 
arranging progressively the several processes, in illustrating interesting applica- 
tions of these processes to useful articles, and in setting forth, logically such 
principles of design as are inherent in this relatively inartistic or non-artistic 
branch of woodworking. 

The accuracy tests and puzzle rings are ingenious and interesting and 
the useful models shown are exceptionally well designed and suggestive of 
development by the individual pupil. 

As to the book itself the arrangement is good, the illustrations are well 
drawn and illuminating, and the plates are unusually good examples of well- 
dimensioned working drawings. 

Frank M. Leavitt 



What to Do at Recess. By George E. Johnson. Boston : Ginn & Co., 1910. 

i2mo, cloth ; 33 pages ; illustrated. 25 cents. 

This practical little book is rich in profitable suggestions for making good 
use of play periods. It is addressed to teachers, but will also prove an excellent 
first handbook for people who have charge of recreation centers anywhere. The 
needs and enjoyments of children of primary, intermediate, and grammar age 
are taken up separately. Brief explanations of many games are given and 
simple forms of playground apparatus are discussed. The book is easily read and 
will commend itself to those busy people who wish to get this kind of informa- 
tion in condensed form. 

J. Anna Norris 



The Building and Care of the Body. By C. N. Millard. New York: Mac- 
millan, 1910. $0.40. 

This book emphasizes primarily hygiene and hygienic habits of life in dis- 
cussions that are simple and clear and easily applicable to the daily experiences 
of children in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades, for whom it is especially in- 
tended. In addition to sections on the various aspects of personal hygiene, food, 
air, exercise, care of special sense organs, etc., there is a good chapter on the 
care of younger children, and one on the simplest elements of first aid to the 
injured. 

A small amount of anatomy is incorporated where it will aid in clearness 
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of discussion. In this connection it may be regretted that ( in so useful a book 
a few technical errors have crept in, as the repeated use of the term "expansion" 
of the diaphragm when /'contraction" is plainly intended. Also the drinking 
of water with meals is categorically condemned although there is much authority 
for the opposite contention. 

J. A. N. 



The Reasoning Ability of Children of the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth School 
Grades. By Frederick G. Bonser. New York: Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia University, 1910. Pp. 133. 

This monograph gives the results of an experimental study of the abilities of 
757 fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade children of Passaic, N.J., to use what the 
author regards as the "most fundamental four phases of reasoning activity," 
namely, "controlled association, mathematical judgment, selective judgment, and 
the complex analysis and synthesis found in literary interpretation." 

For the test of mathematical judgment fifteen easy problems involving knowl- 
edge to be expected of the children were given: for controlled association, (1) 
a list of twenty sentences requiring that appropriate words be substituted where 
blanks occurred, (2) twenty sentences requiring the choice of a right or wrong 
word to make proper sense in each, and (3) sixty words requiring opposites ; for 
selective judgment, (1) the choice of the right reasons from a variety of reasons 
why certain things are so, and (2) the selection of good definitions from a num- 
ber of definitions of objects; for literary interpretation, the telling or giving 
the meaning of two stanzas of poetry. 

The author reaches the conclusion that the above tests are valid tests of 
native reasoning ability, as there is a "progressive development through the 
grades," as the younger children of a grade are uniformly superior to the older, 
and as there are "substantial percentages of the lowest grades represented in the 
highest quartile of ability of all." Mr. Bonser says that the conclusion which is 
of the greatest pragmatic value is the one drawn from the last two results stated 
above — that "the worst type of retardation is that which withholds appropriate 
promotion from those who are the most gifted, therefore of most significance as 
social capital." 

The tests show careful preparation, the conditions under which they were 
given were kept uniform, and the presentation is thorough and clear. Were the 
results given in percentages as well as in terms of median abilities the com- 
parison of the tests with each other could be more readily noted. However, the 
table of correlations brings this out fairly well. Mr. Bonser's results certainly 
make clear that there is a wide variation in ability in each grade and force the 
conclusion that the teaching and management of the schools are not meeting 
the conditions. 

Whether the tests employed by the author are adequate for determining 
the status of reasoning ability is a different question. Can we say that mathe- 
matical and selective judgment, controlled association, and the analysis and 
synthesis found in literary interpretation are the "four fundamental phases of 
reasoning ability"? Are not the formulation and testing of hypotheses, the estab- 
lishment of general conclusions, and their verification quite as fundamental? 



